Burlington County Prison Museum
Grade _7_ Content Area: __Social Studies

	Topic: 

Economics and Politics of Prisons
	Suggested Sequence: 

5-6 days (including Museum tour)

	Core Content Standards:

6.1.8.A.2.c Explain how race, gender, and status affected social, economic, and political opportunities during Colonial times.
6.1.8.A.3.a Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period.

6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for growth and change over time.

6.1.8.C.3.b Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the response of state and national governments during this time.  
                                                       

Social Studies Skills (5-8)

Critical Thinking

· Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events.
· Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and computer-generated information. 

Presentational Skills 
· Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or position in a written and/or oral format.


	Knowledge, Skills, and Instructional Objectives:
Students will be able to:
· Research economics and politics in Burlington County in the year 1811 (what plans were created for the prison design by Mills vs. what was actually built; what changes were made and why)
· Write reflection articles based on their research

· Consider and reflect upon the ethics of incarceration
· Create projects to compare and contrast state laws with school rules


	Instructional Materials/Resources/Technology

Burlington County Prison Museum

Internet resources of economics and politics of prison build in 1811
Internet resources on state laws
Mills plans for the prison vs. the actual build (changes made)
	Suggested Vocabulary

Economics
Politics

Incarceration

	Recommended Instructional Activities:

Before Museum Visit:  
· Students research the economics and politics of the prison build in 1811
· Students compare and contrast what plans were created for the prison design by Mills vs. what was actually built

· Analyze what changes were made to the design and why

· Examine the cost of the original plans vs. the actual cost of the build
· Students write a brief newspaper article/reflection about the times


During Museum Visit:

· Students think about their article while touring the museum
· Students consider/take notice of the prison conditions
· Students consider the ethics of incarceration
After Museum Visit:

· Students revise their article/reflection to include their thoughts on what was fair/unfair about the prison conditions
· Students discuss the ethics of incarceration

· Students create a project to compare and contrast state laws as related to school laws

	Modification Strategies/Activities: 

· Highlight important information

· Reword/clarify instructions

· Reading window

· Pair visual learners with auditory learners

· Provide alternate form or assessment

· Pair low level readers with high level readers

· Retell story by drawing or speaking

· Visual aides

· Advanced notice for tests
	Extension Strategies/Activities:

· Jigsaw groupings

· Oral presentations of lesson

· Simulation activities

	Cross-curricular Connections:

Writing

W.7.1a Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

W.7.1b Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

W.7.1c Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.

W.7.1d Establish and maintain a formal style.

W.7.1e Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

W.7.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

Speaking and Listening

SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points.

SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

21st Century Skills

9.1.8.A.3 Summarize strategies used by various organizations and agencies to solve problems that impact communities, and compare them with strategies used by similar organizations in another state or country.    

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives (e.g., cross-cultural, gender-specific, generational), and determine how the data can best be used to design multiple solutions.

9.1.8.C.1 Determine an individual’s responsibility for personal actions and contributions to group activities.

9.1.8.C.2 Demonstrate the use of compromise, consensus, and community building strategies for carrying out different tasks, assignments, and projects.  

9.1.8.D.3 Use effective communication skills in face-to-face and online interactions with peers and adults from home and from diverse cultures.

9.1.8.D.5 Justify the need for greater cross-cultural understanding due to globalization.  

9.1.8.F.2 Explain how rules, laws, and safety practices protect individual rights in the global workplace.    

 

	Suggested Assessments/ Benchmarks:

· Compare/contrast projects
· Newspaper articles/student reflections


